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THE  GENERAL  ELECTION 

nr  THS 

GREAT  CENTRES  OF  POPULATION 


Now  th«t  the  great  battle  is  over,  ud^e  two  pardee  in  the  State 

have  counted  their  gains  and  losses,  it  may  be  interesting  as  well 
as  instructive  to  take  note  how  the  Constituencies  that  have  been 
80  greatly  enlarged  by  the  new  Reform  Acts  have  acquitted  them- 
selves of  their  trust.*  The  subject  has  been  dealt  with  already  in 
a  general' way  by  the  preesy  and  the  leader  is  abeady  in  posses 
sion  of  a  series  of  resnUs  arising  out  of  the  reeent  exerdbe  of  Ae 
franchise  in  the  great  centres  of  population,  of  the  highest 
significance  and  of  the  most  promising  character  for  the  fhture 
integrity  of  the  Constitution.  It  may  however  be  very  useful,  for 
contemplation  at  this  time,  and  for  reference  hereafter,  to  devote  a 
few  pages  to  the  spedal  porpose  <tf  ^aeii^  on  reeord,  in  a  detailed 
diape,  the  mort  prominent  inddrats  <^  the  af^eal  to  the  conntry^ 
last  November,  —  leaving  for  separate  treatment  in  another  form 
hereafter,  those  momentous  questions  touching  the  institu- 
tions of  the  country,  which,  perforce,  must  be  dealt  with  by  the 
party  now  in  a  numerical  ascendancy  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

For  a  long  series  of  yean,  that  ^great  United  Libwal  party/' 
whieh  has  suddenly  signalised  itsdf  as  the  party  of  C^nrdi  l^oHa* 
tion,  has  never  missed  an  opportunity  of  dinning  into  oar  ears  that 
which  it  is  pleased  to  call  a  *^  great  fact," —  the  fact,  namely,  that 
ever  since  the  passing  of  the  Reform  Bill  of  1832  the  policy  of 
this  country,  foreign  and  domestic,  must  depend  upon,  and  be 
ultimately  abided  by,  the  c^nion  -and  aetioB  of  the  great  cmtrsa 

•This  paper  only  deals  with  the  actual  results  of  the  November 
election,  as  shewing  at  that  time  the  general  feeling  of  the  country 
—  especially  among  the  newly-enfranchised  classes.  The  decisions  arrived 
at  hy  the  judges  ou  the  trial  of  election  petitions  must  be  taken  into  accoimt 
hereafter. 
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of  population, — meaning  thereby  the  Metropolitan  counties  and 
l>oroughs,  and  the  counties  and  boroughs  in  the  great  commercial 
and  manufacturing  districts  of  the  North.  The  rural  populations 
were  not  only  ignored  but  insulted.  There  was  but  one  condition 
of  worth  or  intelligwoe  in  the  Liberal "  classification  of  all  who 
were  engaged  in  rurd  pursuits.  They  were  "clod-heads^"  "clay- 
polls,"  "chawbacons,"  and  so  they  remain  to  this  hour,  — unless 
tlic  /  Ccin  be  induced  to  return  Liberals  to  Parliament.  It  seems, 
howovcr,  that  just  now  a  considerable  number  of  rural  boroughs 
are  in  much  better  odour  than  they  were  only  a  few  months  ago, 
for  it  has  happened  that  the  smaller  oonstituencies»  where  influence 
("  Liberal"  influmce)  can  best  be  brought  to  bear,  have  c<mtri« 
buted  most  materially  to  swell  the  Badical  majority  in  the  Hoow 
of  Commons,  while  the  great  constituencies  have,  in  a  most 
rouiarkiiljlc  manner,  declared  themselves  in  favour  of  sound  Con- 
stitutional principles,  and  therefore  right  in  the  teeth  of  the 
Spoliators. 

Mr.  INmeli  and  his  fcdlowers  have  nev«  had  credit  given  them 
for  that  ^ncerity  which  springs  from  conviction  when  they  have 

declared  that  the  party  of  the  constitution,  of  all  others,  has  least 
cause  to  dread  the  consequences  of  a  wide  extension  of  the  elective 
franchise.  It  was  vain  to  appeal  to  old  traditions  and  the  indis- 
putable facts  of  a  past  history.  If  it  were  suggested  that  Pitt  was 
minister  for  decades  of  years  when  the  franchise  was  exercised  by 
freemen  by  birth  and  apprenticeship,  by  scot  and  lot  voters,  and 
"  potwallopers  "  —  a  state  of  things  as  near  universal  sufirage  as 
miizht  be  —  the  invariable  answer  was  :  "  Ah,  that's  all  very  fine, 
but  the  population  has  trebled  and  quadrupled  since  that  time,  and 
there  was  nothing  like  the  same  independence  and  cultivated  intelli- 
gence among  the  working  classes  in  the  great  populous  centres  of 
industry ;  just  try  your  hand  now —  if  you  dare."  Well,  we  have 
tried  our  hand.  We  have  '^deaeended"  to  household  suffrage* 
guarded  by  the  just  and  wholesome  proviso  which  makes  the  pay- 
ment of  rates  an  indispensable  condition  precedent  to  the  exercise 
of  the  franchise,  and  we  glory  in  that  result  which  shall  now  be 
displayed  to  the  reader. 

Scotland  shall  be  passed  over  at  once,  a  veil  being  tenderly  drawn 
over  that  incomprehenrible  aberration  which,  one  may  suppose,  for 
lack  of  a  just  appreciation  of  the  peril  in  which  Church  Establish- 
ments have  been  placed  by  Mr.  Gladstone  and  his  followers,  has  in- 
duced or  enabled  her  to  turn  upon  her  best  and  truest  friends — her 
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iGEMPraiost  men,  hw  wisest  and  most  reqprasible  councillors.  From 
the  united  Presbyterians  and  Camenmiana  one  could  expect  nothing 
except  that  in  their  blind  hatred  of  all  estaUishments  Uiey  would 

follow  the  old  Covenanting  leaders  like  sjieep.  It  is  preferable  just 
now  to  confine  one's  vision  to  this  side  of  the  Border,  and  observe 
how  the  masses  of  the  English  population  have  made  use  of  their 
newly**acqnired  privileges.  We  are  bound  in  all  duty  and  respect 
to  ti^  ti^  jiietrop<ditan  cmstituenmes  first  in  order.  Here,  then, 
is  the  groat  counly  i£  Middlesei:.  Hie  T<m7  Brfwrn  Act  pretty 
well  doubled  the  constituency,  and  no  true  Liberal  could  ever  have 
supposed  that  the  sweet  traditions  of  a  generation,  in  which  so 
abiding  a  security  was  felt,  would  or  could  be  rudely  broken 
through,  and  a  Tory  admitted  to  the  fold.  And  yet  a  Tory,  and 
a  young  Tmy  too,  did  get  in,  and  establidied  himself  with  the 
approbatimi  of  a  migority  id  nearly  fourteen  hundred  votes  over 
his  Liberal  opponent  m  the  offidal  declan^oa  id  the 

poll :  — 

Lord  Geo.  T.  Hamilton  (C)   7,638 

Lord  Enfield  (R)^   6,387 

Mr.  Labouchere  (K)  ...         ...  6,297 

The  excuse  for  this  crushing  defieat  put  forward  by  the  Badieal 
press  was  that  Mr.  Labouch^  lost  his  seat  because  he  *^lost  his 

temper"  and  quarrelled  with  his  party.  Did  Lord  Enfield  come 
in  "a  bad  second,"  —  to  borrow  a  turf  plirase, —  from  the  same 
cause  ?  The  common  impression  in  London  is  that  temper  liad 
so  little  to  do  with  the  matter  that  if  young  Lord  George 
Tfftimikmi  had  been  coupled  with,  a  colleague  of  like  principles 
both  the  Liberals  most  have  gone  to  the  right-about,  for  Lord 
Enfield  himself  was  more  than  twelve  hundred  bdiind  his  Ccmser- 
vative  opponent.  One  may  suppose  it  would  be  utterly  impossible 
to  hammer  into  the  heads  of  the  painty  of  Church  spoliators  even  a 
suspicion  that  their  principles  and  their  policy  have  filled  tlie 
inteUigenft  masses  of  the  community  with  distrust  and  even  alarm. 
But  indeed  it  is  so,  and  this  is  a  truth  that  will  be  forced  more 
and  more  upon  Mr.  Gladstone  and  his  abettor^  as  time  advances. 
Oh !  but  those  who  have  derived  from  the  lessons  <rf  history  any 
true  knowledge  of  the  character  of  Englishmen,  well  know  how 
perilous  a  thing  it  is  to  attach  their  devotion  to  that  reformed 
(restored)  fitath  of  which  the  Established  Church  is  the  sacred 
depository. 

JNext  comes  the  mighty  and  puissant  City  <tf  Lmd<m.  Before 
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tiie  writor  indulges  in  whst  Mr.  Oladirtoiie  dq^dj  term 

imtehof  a  pen,"  fat  loan  prasratthe  official  retnm  <^tlie  PoU>-^ 

Ooflchen  (R) ...         ...  ...         ...  6,520 

Cnwlucd  (B)     ...  ...    6|258 

Lftwraioe(B)  ...         ...  ...  6,216 

Bell  (0)    6,130 

Tw«lIa(C)  ...         ...         ...         ...  6,099 

CKbbou  (C)   6,013 

BoCbediOd  (B)         ...         ...         ...         ...  1^966 

Be  it  understood  that  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  or  so  no 
Conservative  has  been  returned  for  the  City,  —  although,  until 
last  November,  the  constituency  was  comparatively  smalL 
Mr.  Masterman,  the  banker,  was  the  fast  Craswrative  mem- 
ber. The  enfaiged  ooastitaencj  retoms  a  CoDsenratiTC^  and 
he  poOs  something  lees  than  fbm  hundred  votes  withfai  Mr. 
€U)6chen,  the  highest  Radical  candidate,  and  only  85  within  the 
number  polled  by  the  Lord  Mayor  who  is  the  lowest  of  the  three 
Radicals.  Nor  is  this  all  that  can  be  said.  Up  to  within  a  very 
short  time  before  the  close  of  the  poll,  it  was  anderstood  throughout 
the  City  that  two  of  tiie  ConsenratiTesi  Mr.  Bell  and  Mr.  TweUs, 
had  beaten  their  opponents.  And,  it  will  be  pereeiTsd,  not  widiout 
reason,  for  Mr.  Twelfa  only  polled  31  short  of  his  Conservative 
colleague.  Well  might  the  City  Radicals  quake  in  their  shoes 
and  cower  before  the  "  situation  "  —  as  we  are  assured  they  did. 
Good  reason  have  the  party  of  the  Constitution  to  r^oice  at  this 
splendid  reaction.  Bothsdiild,  too^  with  all  the  money  power" 
at  Us  back,  at  the  bottom  <rf  the  poll !  There  is*  indeec^  great 
signifleanee  in  this  triumph  of  the  Gi^  Conservatives.  Not  raly 
will  it  have  shaken  the  confidence  of  Mr.Goschen  and  his  confreres, 
but  it  will  give  buoyancy  and  pluck  and  courage  to  the  Conser- 
vatives to  go  on  and  persevere  and  wrest  the  grand  old  City  from 
the  hands  that  still  ludd  it  in  apolitical  thraldom.  Bestof  all,  thfa 
grand  resolt  was  won  by  thirt  greatw  and  more  demMntie  eonati« 
toency  that  has  been  given  to  the  City  by  Cmiservative  statennen. 

Perhaps,  however,  the  most  significant  triumph  that  was 
achieved  during  the  late  contest  was  the  return,  by  an  enormous 
minority,  at  the  head  of  the  poll,  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith,  the  eminent 
newsvender,  in  the  contest  for  Westminster.  At  the  previons 
Greneral  Efaetion  Mr.  Smith  was  beaten — Humf^  not  ^diame- 
fully  beaten,'' — as  it  fa  eonfSBSsed  hfa  opponents  wen  kk  November. 
In  a  greatlj  enlarged  constituency  he  was  elected  by  a  majority 
of  813  over  the  Hon.  R.  Grosvenor,  the  eon  of  the  Marquis  of 


Wwteiwlw,  —  iha  mm  «f  »  vwt  property  and  possessed  ot 
Ml  inflaenee  in  tiMt  qwrter  ofrthe  m^^^-  ''f^'^^^f^^ 
orer  the  great  Radical  phikaopher  and  dietatar*  Mr.  John  Stuart 
Mill.    Tbe  numbers,  as  officially  declared,  stood  thna :  — 

W.  H.  Smitli  (C)     ^'JJ* 

Hon.  R.  GrosT«Bor  (E) .  ...   

J.  &HiU(B) 

It  is  hardly  necesBaiy  to  tay  thai  the  Ba^  prints  and  the 
Radical  party  were  thuiidewtruA.    K  a  Sh«|«^jM  had 

dropped  through  the  ceiling  on  to  the  table  of  the 
it  could  not  have  produced  greater  consternation.    In  their  IJ- 
wiiderment,  the  "great  United"  immediately  began  to  fomWa 
^  for  eseaaea  and  paUiatires  j  bnt  "      vtctts"!  they  cou^d 
And  nothing  that  would  answer  the  purpose.    To  be  sure,  Mr 
Smith  had  been  "actively  at  work"  ever  iinoa  the  previous 
election.   To  be  sure  he  had.   He  helped,  among  other  thnj^ 
organise  that  now  powerful  body  of  hard-working  and  intell«eBt 
aitiaans,  "  The  Westminster  Working  Men's  Conservative  Asso- 
ciaOon.-   He  presided  at  the  anniversary  meeting  held  m  Wilhs  s 
Booms  in  Ae  spring  of  last  year.  The  hall  was  crammed  almost 
to  suffocation.   He  exhorted  these  n»en  to  presarve  the  happmeMj 
safety,  and  welfare  of  thenwdres  and  the  country  by  a  loyM 
adherence  to  the  Constitution  in  Church  and  State  ;  and  a  tho^ 
voices  tdd  him  that  as  soon  as  they  were  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
^Wmdusethev  would  return  him  for  Westminster  at  the  head  of 
Oie  poll,  -and  they  have  dene  it^  and  will  do  it  again  and  again. 
A  "  leained  gentleman  «  connectod  with  Lancadure  told  these  men 
something  else.    He  told  fliem  Aat  at  the  »«t  then  ensuag 
election  Mr.  Gladstone  would  not  be  returned  fiw  littcatfure — 
and  that  has  come  true  also.    Now,  these  men  of  Wertawnster, 
Mting  upon  a  firm  conviction  of  what  was  just  and  right  and 

wh2si«vw«it         °f  p"'.  u '! 

home  to  their  thoughts  intoUifeiioe  that  the  wisest  and  best 
thing  a  man  could  do  to  protect  the  hard^on  frmts  of  his  t^* 
and  industry,  and  secure  bis  own  happiness  and  that  of  his  fellow^ 
was  to  give  a  loyal  support  to  those  tried  institutions  under  which 
he  Uved.  That's  the  way  in  which  Westminster  was  won.  And 
it  is  the  safe  and  certain  way  in  which  scores  of  other  great  con- 
stituendes  wiU  be  won  e»  many  years  have  elapsed.  Well,  but 
what  about  poor  Stuart  Mill,  the  ?  guide,  philosopher,  and  friend 
of  the  "great  United,"  and  wMh-n  their  dktotor  general  ^-^Of- 
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deoted  ?  With  astounding  arrogance,  he  ordered  Mr.  Boaverie  to 
vacate  the  Kifanamock  Burghs  in  ord^  to  make  room  for  a 

"  better  man  "  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Edwin  Chadwick,  of  Poor- 
Law  celebrity.  Mr.  Bouverie  had  had  the  audacity  to  say  in  his 
place  in  the  House  that  the  Liberal  party  was  not  properly  led  (by 
Mr.  Gladstone),  and  that  it  was  little  better  than  a  rabble."  That 
was  the  main  cause  of  oflence.  Mr.  Bouverie  cmvietod  Mr«  Mill  of 
having  also  said  something  vastly  like  it  himself,  cast  Mr*  Mill's  in* 
sufferable  arrogance  in  his  teeth,  and  refused  to  bndge  at  his  bid* 
ding.  Mr.  Mill  tried  on  the  same  sort  of  modest  assurance  with  one 
or  two  others,  ]>ut  with  no  better  success.  Mr.  Bouverie  beat  Mr. 
Edwin  Chadwick  by  more  than  two  to  one  —  polling  2,892  to  Mr. 
Chadwick's  1,146  —  and  Mr*  MOl  fonnd  himself  depkmbly  low  at 
the  very  bottom  of  the  Westminster  polL  He  is  now  a  wandering 
star,"  bnt  by  no  means  of  the  first  magnitade."  Bang  ^*  out  in 
the  cold,"  and  having  a  good  deal  of  spare  time  on  his  hands,  he  has 
taken  to  amusing  himself  by  writing  letters  from  the  Continent  to 
his  late  constituents,  in  which  he  pleasantly,  and  rather  conceit^y, 
inftMrms  them  that  he  has  retnmed  to  avocations  mare  "  congenial " 
to  kim  than  rejMi'esenting  tkem.  Well»  well,  ~  the  grapes  are 
sour  " !  uid,  —  let  us  turn  our  attention  firom  gkxrious  Westminster 
to  other  quarters  scarcely,  if  any  thing,  less  interesting. 

For  a  great  many  years  past  it  has  been  the  invariable  habit  of 
the  "  Liberal "  party  to  turn  to  the  great  centres  of  population 
devoted  to  the  pursuits  of  commerce  and  manufactures  in  the 
North  of  England  whenever  ^y  have  met  with  reverses  in  other 
parts  of  the  country.  It  has  hew  thdr  custom  to  say,  that,  next 
to  the  metropolis  itself,  (of  course,  alwajrs  excepting  Birmingham, 
—  the  old  forcing-house  of  Radical  enterprise,)  the  intelligence  of 
the  country  lay  in  these  Northern  parts.  Upon  the  men  of  the 
North  they  conferred  a  sort  of  political  apotheosis.  They  wor- 
shipped them.  They  followed  them  with  unstinted  applause  and 
the  most  fulsome  adnlatiofu  With  the  exceptions  already  named, 
almost  all  the  rest  of  the  country  were  ^t^  and,  as  Mr,  Bright 
once  said  of  Lord  Palmerston  in  his  lifetime,  ^'obstructive  of  all 
progress,"  The  other  month,  before  the  Lancasliire  elections  had 
fairly  set  in,  they  reclaimed  and  reapplied  an  apothegm  which 
Lord  Salisbury  borrowed  from  the  late  Sir  Robert  Peel  and  made 
use  of  in  a  speech  delivered  at  an  entertainment  given  to  him  by 
the  Manchester  Chamber  Commerce  :  "  What  Lancashire  thinks 
to-day  all  England  thinks  to-morrow."   They  were  not  prepared 
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to  say  that,  ten  days  later,  or  even  to  tcdmrfe  the  bare  idea ;  for  it . 
came  to  pass  that  she    disgraced  ^  herself  at  tile  dection.  Hie 

way  in  which  she  made  use  of  her  divisions  of  the  county,  of  her 
new  boroughs,  and  of  her  vastly  enlarged  constituencies  was  to 
return  twenty-two  Conservatives  to  Parliament  against  only  eleven 
Liberals;  whereas,  at  the  General  Election  of  1865,  when  the 
constitoencies  were  comparatively  small,  things  went  just  th» 
other  way.  la  1865  there  wen  two  divisims  <tf  the  coon^ 
(North  and  Sonth  Lancashire)  retaming  five  members  *~  three 
Conservatives,  and  two  Liberals.  The  new  Reform  Act  split  ap 
the  county  into  four  divisions  (North,  North-East,  South-East, 
and  South- West),  returning  eight  members ;  and  in  November 
last  the  whole  eight  members  returned  were  Conservatives  ;  and 
Mr.  Gladstone,  the  Lwocashire  Man," — as  he  loved  to  call  him- 
self whra  the  election  was  pmdin^  bat  mi  after  it  was  over, 
may,  without  a  very  violent  effort  of  the  imt^ination,  be  supposed 
to  have  muttered  to  himself,  after  he  and  his  friends  had  been 
soundly  beaten,  the  exclamation  of  "Clinia"  in  the  **Heauton- 
timorumenos"  of  Terence :  — 

 "  Vae  misero  mihi,  quants 

'^despedeoidil" 

His  friends  of  the  press,  and  not  of  the  press,  mourned  also  ;  but 

the  former  soon  waxed  indignant  and  began,  like  their  metropolitan 
brethren,  to  do  as  already  described  :  fumble  about  for  excuses  and 
palliatives.  When  a  Conservative  was  returned  by  an  euormous 
majority  at  the  head  of  the  poll  for  Manchester,  imd  two  C<mserva- 
tives  were  returned  for  the  adjacent  borough  of  Salfbrd  (which 
may  be  said  to  be  a  part  of  Manchester — just  as  Southwark  is  a 
part  of  London — )  there  was  great  despondency.  When  Mr. 
Milner  Gibson  was  cast  out  of  Ashton-under-Lyne  and  a  Conser- 
vative put  in  his  place  this  despondency  sensibly  deepened.  Then 
came  the  ejectment  o[  Lord  Uartington  from  North  Lancashire^ 
which  made  the  ghma  more  oppreaBive  than  ever.  But  the  ^^et^t 
united "  had  not  yat  sounded  the  lowest  depth.  Mr.  Gladstone 
himself  was  ejected  from  South- West  Lancashire  ;  and  then  the 
Manchester  Radical  print,  the  special  organ  of  Bright  and  Glad- 
stone, broke  out  into  this  lament  :  "  Still  another  defeat,  and  this 
time  the  greatest  of  all.  South- West  Lancashire  has  rejected  Mr. 
6iadst<me.  It  would  be  i^  to  conceal  our  dist^pcnntment  or  to 
stifle  our  regret"  The  day  bnt  one  afterwards  came  the  news  of 
the  defeat  of  Mr.  F.  Peel  and  Mr.  H.  G.  Thompson  in  South-East 
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Lanewliire,  (Manchester  division  of  the  county)  hj  prodigious 
migorities ;  and  then  the  same  journal  spoke  out  in  this-wise :  The 
Tovy  triamj^  k  wm  ecmiplete  ia  Laiieaahire,  and  the  *bkie  flag ' 
hM  ao  man  AfkAom  to  fight  in  ^  Comity.  Let  as  atodit  to  Ae 
fullest  extent  the  failure  of  our  expectations.  The  Tbrfat  ham 
swept  the  county  of  Lancaster^  and  that  is  the  extent  of  their  gain." 
Well,  not  quite.  The  boroughs  had  been  swept "  by  the  Tories 
ui  a  disagreeable  BMUiner,  also.  But  perhaps  the  best  course  will 
be  to  take  iheoe  oorflieni  OMstftneiicies  in  the  order  of  their 
eleetieiui  —  b^nn&^  with  the  eoontj  eleetioni. 

North  (or  North- West)  Lancashire  led  the  van.  The  candi- 
dates were  Colonel  Wilson-Patten,  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  the 
Marquis  of  Hartington,  a  member  of  Lord  Russeirs  last  administra- 
tion, (the  two  "  old  members  "  for  Nwth  Lancashire)  and  the  Hon. 
Fradme  Arthur  Stankj  (the  seMod  son  of  Lord  Deshj)  a  joaior 
Lord  <tf  the  AdndraUy,  who  sat  Ibr  F^toa  in  thelastFttfiioneat. 
There  had  not  been  a  contest  in  North  Lancashire  for  a  century 
and  a  half — stretching  into  that  period  when  the  whole  of 
Lancashire  was  undivided  and  represented  by  only  two  members, 
a  scion  of  the  House  of  Stanley  being  almost  always  one  of  the 
two.  [Tiie  presmt  Loid  Derby,  whra  Mr.  Stanley,  sat  for  the 
Goonty  foft  many  years.]  For  considerably  nme  ttaa  thirtyyean 
the  r^resentatira  had  been  divided  between  representatives  of  this 
two  great  parties,  —  Colonel  Wilson-Patten  having  sat  for  forty 
years.  Now  the  Conservative  party  were  intimately  persuaded 
tiiat  if  they  chose  to  make  the  attempt  they  were  strong  enough  to 
carry  boUi  monbers,  idthough  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  Lord 
Hartingtoii's  father,  had  a  seat  at  Holkar  Hall,  Cartaiel,  aad  was 
possessed  luge  property  in  tfie  aeigfaboorlmd— at  Barrow, 
where  the  great  iron  mines  are,  at  Ulverston,  and  other  places  on 
the  shores  of  Morecambe  Bay  ;  and  when  Lord  Hartington  declared 
his  adherence  to  Mr.  Gladstone,  on  the  Lish  Church  question, 
and  voted  for  the  ^^resolntums,"  the  Conservative  electors  de- 
twmiiied  to  coatest  tiie  representation,  and  sent  a  powerfel  reqm- 
rition  to  Mr.  F.  A.  Stanly,  with  wfaieh,  after  mu^  eonrideration, 
he  complied,  and  became  Lord  Hartington's  opponent.  Of  course, 
the  Liberals  boasted  prodigiously  of  their  strength,  as  is  their  wont» 
and  put  the  screw  "  on  the  small  farmers  wherever  they  could  do 
it  slyly  and  with  mod^te  safi^y.  But  the  returns  of  a  canvass 
eondMtad  with  scrapnloos  eare  soon  oonviaoed  the  Conservatives 
that  they  would  carry  their  mra  by  large  sugwitieB.   Ifr.  Stanley's 


11 


principal  strength  lay  in  and  about  Preston,  where  his  family  has 
eonsiderable  property,  and  this  wae  a  lair  set-off  to  *  the  Doke  " 
on  the  shoves  of  Iforecarabe.  For  tiie  reMy  the  deetors  took  tin 
matter  into  timr  own  luinds.   It  was  thooght  that  the  Liberals 

were  conscious  of  weakness,  when  Lord  Hartington  was  obliged  to 

confess  at  the  nomination  at  Lancaster  that  on  the  next  evening 

Mr.  Gladstone  himself  would  stand  at  his  side  and  advocate  his 

claims,  at  Preston.    It  was  generally  supposed  that  tiie  Bight  H<m* 

Gentleman's  hands  were  safficientiy  fiiU  of  fair  owa  afihin  ui 

Sooth-West  Lraeadiire.  Bat  lie  was  evidentiy  nnder  a  ddnnon, 

for  he  then  declared  that  if  fidth  conld  be  put  in  anything    human  " 

he  should  certainly  be  one  of  the  members  for  Lancashire  by  that 

day  week.    How  vain  are  these    human  "  hope^and  "  certainties  "I 

Within  the  week,  both  he  and  his  friend  and  fionner  odkagae 

were    out  m  the  cold  "  as  £ur  as  Laneashire  was  eoneonied.  Aa 

for  Lord  Hartuigtm,  hie  d^eat  ims  so  eradmig  that  it  is  hardly 

lik^  the  Dake  of  Devonshire  will  qiead  his  tens  of  thousands 

again  in  an  effort  to  make  an  impression  on  North  Lancashire. 

At  all  events,  one  would  think  so  after  going  over  this  official 

statement  of  the  poll  at  its  close :  — 

Hon.  F.  A.  Stanley  (C)         ^.  .„  6^818 

CoL  Wilson-Patten  (C)     ...   6,681 

Lord  Hartington  (B)  fijm 

giving  a  m^oritjr  to  Mr.  Stanley  over  Lord  Hartington  <tf  1,536, 
and  to  Colonel  Wilson-Patten  of  1,385. 

This  "  heavy  blow  and  great  discouragement "  was  speedily 
followed  up  by  another  equally  decisive,  though  numerically  not 
so  significant,  in  North-East  Lancashire  (Blackburn  Hundred)^ 
where  Mr.  Chamberlain  Starkie  (brother  of  Mr.  Legendra  Nirhohn 
Starkie,  High  Sheriff  of  the  oonnty>  and  Mr.  J.  M.  Holt»  o( 
Stnbley,  defeated  tbe  liberal  candidates,  Mr.  IT.  K.  Shnttleworth» 
the  son  of  Sir  J.  P.  Kay-Shnttleworth  (formerly  Secretary  to  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education,  and,  before  that,  a  physician 
in  Manchester  l)y  the  name  of  Dr.  1.  P.  Kay),  and  Mr.  W.  Fentoa^ 
fwmerly  of  Rochdale.  The  High  Sheriff's  hands  as  a  landowner 
were  tied  by  his  high  criiee^  and  the  Liberals  sensed  every  serap 
of  influence  together  which  they  cmdd  possibly  bring  to  bear  i 
hat  all  in  yam.   The  official  return  was :  ~ 

J.  M.H6lt(C)         ...   3,619 

aStaxfcie(0    ...         ...    3,611 

K.  ShntOew^  (R)   3,465 

W.  Fnton  (R)  ...    3^441 
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Next  comes  the  "  greatest "  defeat  "  of  all,"  —  the  result  of  Mr. 
Gladstone's  experiment  in  South-West  LancJishire.  It  is  im- 
possible to  imagine  harder  or  more  anxious  toil  than  that  to  which 
Mr.  Gladstone  gave  himself  wholly  up  for  nuuiy  weeks  before  the 
eleeticm.  (The  TSmet  boasted  that  during  one  d  his  election 
expeditions  in  Lancashire,  50,000  words  of  his  speeches  had  been 
telegraphed  to  Printing  House  Square.)  It  would  not  be  easy  to 
count  up  even  the  number  of  speeches  he  delivered.  He  was  on 
the  "  stump  "  here,  there,  and  everywhere,  and  sometimes  in  the 
same  place  repeatedly.  It  is  not  unlikely  thai  his  own  indonutidde 
energy  cheated  him  into  tiie  coByieti«m  that  everybody  else  was 
imbued  with  the  same  spirit,  and  tiiat  th^i^fbre  he  must  win.  He 
tried  everjrthing ;  and,  in  his  eagerness,  at  last  committed  what  one 
cannot  help  thinking  was  an  act  of  gross  indiscretion  for  which  he 
will  have  to  repent  at  leisure  hereafter.  In  the  short  interval 
between  the  nominatiou  and  the  polling  the  coming  Prime  Minister 
published  A  Chapter  of  Autobiography,"  a  perusal  of  which 
made  even  his  firiends  ezdaim,  qui  /esreMe  ^aeeu$eJ*  His  <»itie 
in  the  Time$  said :  No  one  of  his  admirers  has  had  cause  to 
question  his  political  courage  ;  but  we  question  whether  the 
appearance  of  this  pamphlet  will  reassure  them  as  to  his  dis- 
cretiony    *      *      *     «  f^^j  g^.^  ^jj^^  ^j^^  appearance 

of  this  Chapter  of  Autobiography  will  be  the  least  of  its  unlucky 
ccmsequences.  Without  affecting  to  be  Cassandras,  we  cannot  help 
seeing  in  his  {^esent  deckiratiens  on  EstabliAments  in  general  the 
dragon's  teeth  which  may  be  prolific  of  future  troubles  to  him  and 

pamphlets  to  us."  It  is  no  part  of  one's  purpose,  in  this  place,  to 
make  more  than  this  passing  allusion  to  Mr.  Gladstone's  latest 
escapade^  and  it  is  only  alluded  to  at  all  for  the  purpose  cf  showing 
that  he  strove  to  get  in  for  Lancashire  as  if  his  life  depended  on 
the  issue.  He  displayed  all  this  overmasteruig  anxiety  on  the 
hustings,  at  the  nomination,  when  his  turn  came  to  speak.  He 
begged  aiul  implored  the  electors  to  I'eturn  him  to  Parliament. 
Mai'k  his  impassioned  appeal :  — 

And  now,  gratlemeity  some  persona  have  said  that  you  need  not  return 
me  for  South«West  1  jinciwhire^  because  I  may  sit  somewhm  else*  They  say 
tiiat  I  had  heUer  go  awag  from  the  place  where  I  was  bom^  from  tke  place 
where  1  was  bred,  fromihsplace  where mf/amUif  have  bem  for  ntad^  gears^ 
md  where  they  still  purme  the  honourable  commeree  qf  tlus  country.  You 
may  just  as  well,  ia  my  opinion,  say,  '  I  will  turn  a,  man  out  of  his  proper 
house  hecause  somebody  else  will  have  the  charity  to  take  him  in  as  a 
beggar  and  a  vagrant.   I  don'tf  genttemen^  desire  to  be  a  Partiamentarg 
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vagrant  Tb»  nation,  it  is  true,  has  pronoonoed  that  our  pohcy  is  planted  as 
firmly  as  the  lions  in  tiiat  crowd.  Bat,  gentlemen,  my  ambition  is  not  merely 
to  have  a  seat  in  Parliament.  My  ambition  is  to  have  that  MOi  whkh  you  are 
going  to  give  me,  I  agree  with  my  friends  who  have  vamed  me  that  time  is 
flying,  and  I  will  bA  you  to  listen  to  me  no  longar  flian  while  I  say  tiuk 
My  wishes  and  denres  have  been  tnie  to  yon  as  the  needle  to  the  polfr  I 
have  not  9^6ken  a  word*  I  have  not  <iraim  a  scrape  of  the  pen  to  Main  amg 
other  HOt  in  Parliament  but  youre.  And  now  the  qnestum  for  yoo,  gentle* 
men,  is,  when  the  voipe  of  the  nation  sounds  in  yoor  ean,  and  speaks  in 
acomts  whioh  not  even  Mr.  Turner  or  Mr.  Cross  can  misunderstand  —  for  I 
know  that  Mr.  Gross  will  not  deny  that  the  battle  of  this  election  is  already 
fought  and  won  tiiroughout  the  country  —  I  ask  you,  therefore,  gentlemen, 
not  to  separate  yourselves  from  the  body  of  the  nation.  Yon  are  part  of 
England.  You  are  obbat  ;  but  England  is  greater.  *  ♦  *  * 
♦  ♦  »  *  *  "Voices,  gentlemen,  are  to  be  weighed  as  well  as  counted  ; 
and  of  you,  I  ask  with  the  fullest  confidence,  that  you  will  accept,  seal,  and 
grant  the  request,  that  I  may  have,  not  merely  a  seat  in  Parliament,  but  that 
/  may  be  pennitted  and  enabled  to  speak  the  vmrds  of  truth  and  justi<:e  in  the 
Jloitse  of  Commons  in  the  name  and  with  tluf.  auUiority  of  the  men  of  South- 
West  Lancashire,^* 

He  did  beeame  a  pariiamratary  Vagrant.''  He  quitted  LiTefpoei 
in  hi^h  dudgeon,  leaving  just  a  few  lines  behind  hint  addressed  to 

those  electors  who  had  ''supported"  him.  And  then  he  did  "draw 
a  scrape  of  the  pen "  addressed  to  the  hirsute  and  hydrophobic 
electors  of  Greenwich,  thanking  them  for  electing  him  without 
soliintation  on  his  part,  and  promising  te  represent  them  in  parlia- 
ment as  a  return  me^  fiur  those  who  had  behaved  so  haodscmdy 
to  him  at  a  time  when  he  would  not  condesoend  to  take  the  smallest 
notice  of  them.  The  Greenwichersmnst  have  felt  highly  flattwed, 
and  it  is  possible  that,  now  he  is  First  Minister,  and  they  have 
had  the  distinguished  honour  of  returning  him  again,  they  will  em- 
balm his  note  and  display  it  in  the  same  case  which  contains  the 
coat  worn  by  Nelson  at  Trafalgar.  Ag^  —  Vee  vieHs!  " — 
Fm  weU$!^  This  disaster  ui  Laneaslure  was  die  <*greate8t 
defeat  of  all."  And  yet,  accwding  to  all  « hnmaa "  ealmdiUicm, 
Mr.  Gladstone  Gught  to  have  won.  His  native  town  of  Liverpool 
declared  for  him,  and  lie  had  for  a  colleague  in  the  candidature 
Mr.  H.  R.  Grenfell,  a  near  connexion  of  the  Earl  of  Sefton,  who 
is  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  County,  and  the  owner  of  large  property 
in  and  about  liverpod.  But  as  Mr.  Glndstcme  said  isS  the  Etectors 
of  South-West  Lancashire:  ''yon  are  great,  but  En^and  b 
greater  "  ;  and  it  may  with  equal  force  be  said  :  Liverpool  is  great, 
but  the  constituency  of  8outb-West  Lancashire  is  greater  ;  and 
although  Mr.  GrenfeU's  near  relative  is  Lord  Lieutenant  and  a 


large  owner  of  property,  he  does  not  possess  the  fee  simple  of  the 
political  and  religious  convictions  of  the  men  of  Lancashire.  The 
poll  at  its  doM^  M  declared  by  the  sheriff,  presented  the  true  state 
<tf  the  ease:—- 

Richd.  AsshetoD  CroflB  (C)     ...          ...          ...  7,736 

Chas.  Turner  (C)    7,676 

Et.  Hon.  W.  E.  Gladstone  (R)          ...          ...  7,395 

H.  R.  Grenfell  (R)      6,934 

When  the  Time$  saw  the  shoeking  reverse  that  had  befallen  the 
thm  Prime  Minister  expertant  it  was  ponied  and  ooofiKUMtod  as 
mneh  as  its  proTindal  brethren  bad  been.   But  the  leading  jenmal 

speedily  found  out  that  "  the  progress  of  wealth  tends  to  create  a 
body  of  men  leaning  to  the  Conservative  view  of  things,  and  no 
change  in  the  political  machinery  of  the  country  will  prevent  them 
from  asserting  thmr  inflamce.  A  large  part,  perhaps  a  nuyority, 
of  the  weahhj  merchants,  a  c<msid6rable  minmtj  of  the  mannfae- 
torers,  a  good  proportkm  of  the  traders  of  all  kinds  will,  under 
the  action  of  ease  and  prosperity  attach  themselves  to  the  party 
which  is  content  with  things  as  they  are,  and  whose  impulse  is  to 
defend  rather  than  to  attack."  Done  into  plain  English  this  means 
that  the  constituencies  of  the  North  looked  upon  Mr.  Gladstone  as 
a  da9$ffermu  munster,  and  therefore  they  stood  open  tiieir  defence. 
What  he  has  proposed  to  do  wiA  the  Chu^  mA  its  profwety  in 
Irehnd  is  held  to  be  a  snffident  indication  of  his  recklessness; 
and  the  Times  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  in  this  conviction 
only  a  *^  considerable  minority  of  the  manufacturers  are  of  the 
same  mind  as  the  "  wealthy  merchants."  We  may  all  rest  assured 
that  the  merchants  and  the  manufacturers  think  alike  on  this 
HKnnentoos  salgeet*  However,  what  has  been  qnoted  is  so  ne«r 
Ae  trath  ^t*  one  is  not  disposed  to  be  captiom.  wl^ 
should  the  leading  jonmal  have  tried  to  break  the  fall  of  its  political 
leader  by  talking  about  his  "standing  in  brilliant  contrast  to  the 
obscurity/  of  Turner  and  Cross  ?  "  It  is  clear  that  the  writer  knows 
as  little  as  possible  about  either  of  these  gentlemen.  He  views 
ihem  finom  the  gnuine  and  nttwly  incwrigible  Bkok&iars  point 
of  Tiew,  which  can  see  notiiing  bat  ^  obscnrity  "  in  anyone  who  u 
not  either  a  Minister  of  State,  a  great  naval  or  military  commander, 
or  a  "  city  man"  who  is  reputed  to  have  a  considerable  balance  at 
his  bankers  and  "  operates  "  largely.  Mr.  Turner  has  not  only  had 
a  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  many  years,  first  for  Liverpool 
and  afterwwds  Ibr  Swth  LueaAirs^  but  among  the  cnsi  and 
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stn^d  savagery  of  the  North  of  England  he  was  nnirersdly  known 

for  a  long  period  as  the  competent  and  successful  administrator  of 
the  great  "Dock  Trust"  of  Liverpool.  As  for  the  **  obscurity"  of 
Mr.  Richard  Aasheton  Cross,  who  headed  the  poll,  we  all  know 
that  he  was  not  generally  ccmodered  <^ obscure"  at  Cambridge^ 
tiiat  as  kmg  as  he  remained  at  the  bar  of  the  Nordiem  (Somds  he 
was  eontinnally  winning  distinction,  and  that  he  safe  in  two  Parlia- 
ments for  his  native  town  of  Preston,  and  while  in  the  House  was 
known  as  a  thoughtful,  shrewd,  and  intelligent  speaker  to  whom 
the  members  on  both  sides  listened  with  respect  and  attention  ; 
forthennore,  that  he  initiated,  and  carried  through,  some  valuable 
measares  of  kgidataon.  The  world  will  hear  nmre  oi  Mr.  Cross 
aaad  eome  to  know  him  brfbre  he  has  ben  long  in  Fsifianmit.  If 
the  slur  was  cast  upon  these  gentlemen  throng  ignorance  or 
forgetfulness,  it  is  to  be  deplored, — if  through  mortification  at,  one 
must  confess,  a  sufficiently  galling  and  unexpected  defeat,  it  is 
simply  unmannerly  and  rather  disreputable.  Even  when  you  have 
«<nocase"  itisnotalwajseitherwiseor eomdyto^^abiisetheother 
rilde.''  But  kit  it  pass,  and  let  as  get  on  with  what  naj  still  hvre 
to  be  sidd  about  this  wond^fol  display  <tf  Ccmstitotioiial  power 
in  the  great  centres  of  population. 

Next  came  the  election  for  North-East  Lancashire,  (the  Salford 
Hundred)  and  the  majorities  polled  for  the  Conservative  candidates 
only  fell  a  little  short  of  the  crowning  triumph  in  North  Lanca- 
shire. For  many  years  aftw  the  pasnng  of  tiie  Befinrm  Aet^  of 
'32,  the  representatim  ct  Sooth  Laneashke  was  monopolised  bj 
the  liberal  party.  Hie  C<msenratiTes  did  not  know  their  reid 
strength  until  the  great  "  South  Lancashire  Conservative  Associa- 
tion" was  set  on  foot,  and  the  constituency  began  to  be  "worked." 
At  length,  when  that  memorable  dissolution  of  Parliament  took 
plaoQ^  Lord  Francis  Leveson  Egerton  (afterwards  first  Eail  of 
Ellesmen)  and  the  Hon*  Bichard  Booth  Willbraham  (son  of  Lotd 
Skelmersdal^  of  Latham  Honse)  were  put  up  by  the  C^servitives 
in  opposition  to  Lord  Molyneux  and  Mr.  George  William  Wood 
(who  once  sat  for  Kendal).  The  two  Conservatives  were  returned, 
and  were  afterwards  regularly  re-elected  until  Mr.  Wilbraham 
died,  and  then  Mr.  William  Entwisle,  a  Manchester  merchant,  took 
his  j^aee asthe  second GonservatiTe member.  This  statectf things 
ewtinned  nntU  Sir  Bobwt  Fed  pnt  his  strong  parliamentary 
backing  to  flight  by  his  measure  of  Corn  Law  Repeal.  The  party 
in  South  Lancashire  then  became  . disorgauisedj  and;  perhaps,  it  is 


16 


not  too  much  to  say,  demoralised.  Tho  Conservatives,  being 
without  a  leader  and  having  lost  heart,  once  more  let  in  the 
Lil>erals,  who  represented  the  county  for  some  years  in  the  persons 
of  Mr.  William  Brown  of  Liverpool,  Mr.  Robert  Hyde  Greg  of 
Jfonchester,  Mr.  Alexander  Hwrj  of  Manchester  (the  firther  of 
Mr.  Snowdon  Henry  who,  in  November  last,  was  returned  as  the 
second  Conservative  member),  and  Mr.  John  Cheethara  of  Staly- 
brid^^e  (the  recently  ejected  Liberal  member  for  Salford).  At 
length,  when  the  Conservative  party  in  Parliament,  under  the 
leadership  of  Lord  Derby  and  Mr.  Disraeli,  began  to  regain 
flomethmg  like  its  former  strength,  the  Ckmserratives  tsi  South 
Lancashire  took  heart  again,  revived  their  old  organisation,  and 
set  their  old  electioneering  machinery  to  work.  They  brought 
forward  the  Hon.  Algernon  F.  Egerton  (a  son  of  their  former 
member,  the  first  Earl  of  EUesmere)  and  Mr.  John  William  Legh, 
of  Lyme  Park,  (who  was  returned  unopposed  together  with  Mn 
£.  C.  Egerton  for  East  Cheshire,  last  November)  and  both  wwe 
returned  by  considerable  minorities  over  their  Liberal  opponents. 
Mr.  Egerton  has  sat  continuously,  with  Mr.  Charles  Turner,  down 
to  the  present  time,  but  at  the  General  Election  of  1865,  Mr. 
Gladstone,  who  had  just  been  rejected  by  the  University  of  Oxford, 
was  substituted  for  Mr.  Legh  by  a  small  majority.  As  soon  as 
Parliament  was  prorogued  last  Aatomn,  with  the  certainty  of  a 
dissdntion  in  October  w  November,  the  note  of  preparation  foft  the 
coming  contest  sounded  tiiroughont  the  Country nowhere  with 
a  less  "uncertain  sound"  than  in  Lancashire,  which  was  to  be 
sub-divided  into  four  constituencies,  returning,  in  the  aggregate 
eight  members.  Every  kind  of  menace  was  uttered,  every 
expedient  resorted  to,  to  deter  the  Conservative  party  from 
attempting  to  carry  all  four  divisions:  but  in  vain.  The  upludders 
of  the  Constituticm  knew  their  strength  and  resolved  to  put  it 
forth, — we  now  know  with  what  entire  and  perfect  success.  True, 
it  was  never  doubted  even  by  his  opponents  that  Mr.  Algernon 
Egerton  was  secure  in  his  scat.  Not  only  was  he  closely  identified 
with  the  commercial  and  manufacturing  interests  of  the  district,  as 
head  of  the  great  Bridgewater  Trust,  but  he  was  a  tried  man,  and 
in  a  parliamentary  life  of  ten  years  duration  had  proved  himself 
to  be  not  only  luj  al  to  his  principles  but  a  business-like  and  most 
valuable  member.  But  why  associate  with  him  a  second  Conser- 
vative candidnte  ?  Why  brintif  forward  Mr.  Snowdon  Henry  ? 
Why  try  to  grasp  the  whole  representatiuu  of  the  county  ?  Why 
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not  let  in  a  Liberal  or  two,  —  say,  Mr.  G-ladstone  in  tlie  South- 
West  and  Mr.  Frederick  Peel  in  the  South-East  ?  Hie  Conser- 
vatives were  vehemently  assured  that  they  were  aiming  at  too 
much,  and  could  not  possibly  succeed.  At  length  all  the  divisions 
of  the  county  had  been  carried  except  the  ^nl^-East.  It  was  the 
last  trench  <tf  the  Radicals,  and  it  (Mroved  to  be  the  grave  of  all 
their  hopes.  They  had  put  up  the  Right  Hon.  Frederidc  Peel 
(the  rejected  of  Bury  at  the  previous  General  Election)  and  Mr. 
Henry  Yates  Thompson  (who  contested  the  Southern  Division  in 
.connection  with  Mr.  Gladstone  in  1865),  and  they  drew  compaii- 
sons  between  the  pretensions  of  the  two  Conservative  candidates 
and  the  administrative  tOMlitiM'' Mr. Pedi and  th^  ^'saperiw 
daima"  oi  Ifr.  Thompsott.  Up  to  the  veiy  last  moment  they 
ftit  certain  to  snooeed  with  the  former.  The  resnlt  proved  how 
deplorably  tiliey  had  misjudged  the  temper  of  the  constituency.  In 
the  end,  the  case  stood  thus .  — 

Hon.  A     H^BHrton  (Q    g,290 

Mr.  Snowdon  Henry  (0)  ...         ...         ...    .„  8^012 

Rt.  Hon.  R  Pad  (E)   7,0M 

Mr.  H.  Y.  Thfloqpsoa  (B)   e,96S 

Which  gave  Mr.  Egerton  a  majority  of  1,266,  and  Mr.  Henry  a 
majority  of  988  over  Mr.  Peel,  —  a  fact  which  lifted  Lancashire 
into  the  proud  position  of  being  the  most  Conservative  county  in 
England. 

The  ^4eading  journal "  of  the  Liberal  party  was  again  obfus- 
cated.  All  it  ooold  do  was  to  dedare  that  tiiiis  state  of  things 
oonld  not  last,**  (we  shall  see  about  that  I)  and  that  a  diffinmt 

complexion  would  be  put  on  the  face  of  things  at  the  "  next " 
General  Election.  It  is  the  old  story,  —  the  venerable  catholicon 
for  all  present  evils.  When  West-Kent,  the  "  semi-metropolitan 
constituency,"  was  lost  to  the  Liberals,  the  Times  found  out  that 
the  results  of  the  conn^  elections  teach  a  lesscm  which  cmght  to 
be  remembmd  hereafter.  Whoa  Mr.  Disraeli  first  proposed  to 
subdivide  counties  we  protested  against  the  plan  and  pointed  out 
its  danger.  Kent,  with  its  three  divisions,  has  returned  six  Con- 
servativeSy  although  in  every  division  Liberals  have  run  their 
antagonists  hard.  Can  it  be  doubted  that  with  two  divisions 
returning  three  members  each  we  should  have  had  a  juster  repre- 
Bmtation  HbA  county,  and  have  helped  to  make  a  House  of 
Commons  composed  of  more  stable  elanentSy  and  so  affi>rding 
greater  strength  to  whatever  Government  possessed  the  confidence 
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of  the  coantiy  '?^  Thi«  is  neither  more  nor  ftw  Aan  adTOcating 
the  ^three*oomered^  plan  fw  eoantie0,-~a  plan  denounced  mi 
ridiculed  equally  by  Mr.  Gladstone  and  Mr.  Bright  even  for  large 
borough?.  The  truth  is  that  as  far  as  the  balance  of  parties  is 
concerned,  the  introduction  of  the  three-cornered  system  into  the 
larger  counties  would  soon  bring  matters  into  pretty  much  the 
same  position  as  that  in  which  they  are  now.  There  would  be 
dM^HTonuses  to  avoid  expense^  as  was  the  case  last  November  in 
BtM-setshirey  where  the  Consenratiyes,  being  in  the  ascendant,  let 
in  the  Hon.  Mr,  Portman  as  third  member.  The  result  would 
simply  be  this  —  that  the  dominant  party  (be  it  Conservative  or 
be  itXiberal)  would  always  return  two  members  to  their  opponents* 
one  ;  and  how  this  sort  of  thing  could  give  greater  stability  fo  any 
GovemmeDt,  except  that  which  £d  not  require  it,  or  was  likely 
to  have  a  very  narrow  m^ority  indeec^  one  is  at  present  not 
quite  able  to  understand.  What  could  be  done  with  Lancashire  on 
this  plan  ?  Would  it  be  deprived  of  two  members,  or  would  an 
extra  one  be  given  to  it  ?  It  might  have  been  proposed  to  relegate 
the  county  to  two  divisions,  each  returning  four  members  if  the 
deetion  in  November  had  not  dearly  shown  that  the  result  mnst 
have  been  tiie  same,  sedng  that  by  the  perfect^  ample  operati<m 
of  adding  Mr.  Egert<m*s  and  Ifir.  Henry^s  majorities  in  the  Sooth- 
East  to  Mr.  Cross's  and  Mr.  Turner's  in  the  South- West,  and  Mr. 
Stanley's  and  Mr.  Patten's  in  the  North  to  Mr.  Holt's  and  Mr. 
Starkie's  in  the  North-East,  the  only  eflfect  would  have  been  to 
greatly  swell  the  aggregate  majorities  of  the  party  in  the  ascendant 
— the  Conservative  party.  The  Toner  serais  to  finget  that  oo» 
object  in  framing  the  new  Beform  Act  was  to  get  rid  ^on- 
weildy**  constituencies,  such  as  those  of  Lancashire  must  have 
been.  But  all  this  is  the  mere  suggestion  of  a  moment  of  mingled 
irritation  and  despondency,  and  will  soon  be  forgotten  among  other 
wild  schemes.  The  truth  is  that  the  Liberals  shrink  from  a  candid 
reoognition  of  the  master  fact  that  the  m%)(mties  against  them  in 
tibtt  comities  have,  in  the  prevailing  anxiety  for  the  safety  of  the 
institutions  of  ihe  country  with  which  thb  conunnnity  is  filled, 
either  been  created  or  greatly  increased  by  the  12L  occupation 
franchise  ;  and  they  might  as  well  make  a  virtue  of  necessity  and 
confess  the  truth  at  once.  It  is  that  lowering  of  the  franchise  for 
which  they  so  long  clamoured  that  has  beaten  them  in  a  crisis  of 
muisiial  gravity — a  crisis  bronght  abont  by  tiie  nnsenqpokat 
nshnesB  of  timr  leader. 
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After  a  few  days'  reflection  it  was,  at  l^st,  frankly  admitted 
that  the  Conservative  county  members  were  to  the  Liberal  in  sopie- 
thing  like  the  pnq^ortion  (tf  sevttteen  to  Ax.    Lancashure  had 
elected  eight  Cons^atives  and  not  one  Liberal   Gheshite,  Kenl^ 
Norfidk,  Somerset,  had  elected  six  Conservatives  a  piece  and  not 
one  Libml    Other  counties  had  returned  their  four,  their  three, 
their  two  "Conservative  champions,"  and  "with  one  exception 
(Cornwall)  there  was  not  a  single  county  in  England  which  had 
not  secured  at  least  one  Cwservative  r^rosentative.      In  J  4  out 
of  the  40  English  coonties  tiie  Ck^sarvatives  engross  all  the  repre- 
sentation.  In  IS  more  they  have  tiuree  out  of  four,  two  out  of 
Aree,  or  five  out  of  six.    Li  nine  they  divide  the  representation 
equally.     In  only  one,  Herefordshire,  they  are  in  a  minority. 
There  are  126  Conservative  county  members  against  45  LiberaL 
The  votes  in  the  four  divisions  of  Lancashire  were  26,500  C<m- 
servatives  against  23,200  Liberate,  and  pretty  nearly  the  same 
proportions  have  been       in  the  other  counties  where  then  have 
been  omtests ;  bat  tiiis  part  of  the  suljeet  will  be  arrived  at 
when  the  bcmugh  elections  are  dealt  with,  which  had  better  be 
done  at  once. 

The  first  case  of  a  borough  election  in  the  North  of  England— 
hitherto  held  by  the  "  great  united  "  to  be  the  really  Libml,  and 
therefore  most  intelligent^  quarter  of  the  Kingdom — that  strikes 
the  attention,  is  the  israe  of  the  contest  in  the  great  city  of  Man- 
diester.   Never  since  Manchester  was  enfranchised  in  1832  have 
the  Conservative  party  been  strong  enough  to  return  a  candidate. 
Their  first  candidate  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Mark  Philips  and  Mr. 
Poulett  Thompson  (afterwards  Lord  Sydenham)  was  Mr.  John 
Thomas  Hope,  a  son  <tf  the  Earl  <^  Hopetown,  and  although  he 
did  not  socoeedi  he  ran  has  opponents  hard.   In  after  years  (finr 
tiie  botoi^  has  been  almost  alwi^  contested)  amdng  the  Con- 
servative candidates  were  Mr.  Gladstone  himself,  (who  was  put  up 
against  Mr.  Poulett  Thompson),  Sir  George  Murray,  Mr.  Benjamin 
Braidley  (an  ex-boroughreeve  of  the  town),  Mr.  William  Entwisle 
(afterwards  member  for  South  Lancashire)*  Admiral  tiie  Hon. 
Joseph  Denman  and  Mr.  George  Loch,  Q.C.  (recentiy  returned  for 
tiie  Wkk  Burghs),  bnt  none  of  these  ever  came  within  many 
hundreds  of  their  Liberal  opponents.    And  yet  there  was  a  com- 
pact GonsOTvative  phalanx  four  or  five  thousand  strong  which 
could  always  throw  itself  into  the  scale  in  favour  of  the  least 
objectionable  of  the  Liberal  candidatea^  and  it  did  so  more  *haii 
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once  of  late  years,  after  it  had  ceased  to  run  candidates  of  its  own* 
It  helped  the  late  Sir  John  Potter  and  Mr.  Aspinal  Turner  to 
^ect  Mr.  Milner  Gibson  and  Mr,  John  Bright  — ^  neither  of  whom 
has  ever  Aown  in  Manchestar  since.  It  ebo  returned  the  late 
Mr.  Edward  James,  Q.G.,  by  a  very  large  majority,  on  the  ground 
of  his  Chnrchmanship,  in  1865.  The  Liberals  have  always  scouted 
tlie  idea  that  the  more  intelligent  portion  of  the  working  classes  in 
Manchester  were  devoted  to  the  Church,  and  yet  on  the  show  of 
bands  being  taken  in  I860  it  was  immensely  in  favour  of  Mr. 
James.  Now  that  this  dass  of  artisans  has  reedved  the  firanehise 
it  has  proved  its  devotim  to  the  Qmrehand  the  institatioiia  <^tiie 
country,  by  materiaHy  helping  to  return  the  Ccmservative,  Mr. 
Hugh  Birley,  by  an  enormous  majority  at  the  bead  of  the  poll, 
Mr.  Birley  and  bis  family  have  spent  thousands  upon  thousands  on 
the  building  of  churches  and  in  promoting  and  extending  the 
Church's  work  in  that  populous  district^  and  the  inteiligait 
working  mm  q£  Manchester  did  not  snflSar  themselves  to  be 
nnmindfid  these  good  dee&  in  Novanbor  last  Hie  majoi^s 
return  at  the  close  of  the  poU  stood  ihos  :  — 

Birley  (C)  ...  ...          .„          ...          ...  15,486 

Bazley(R)        ...          ...         ...    14,192 

Jacob  &4ht  (R)    13,514 

Hoare  (C)        ...         ...          ...    12,684 

E.  Jones  (R)  ...          ...          ...         ...  10,662 

Henry  (£)                 ...         ...    5^286 

It  was  a  severe  blow  to  the  "  Great  United  Liberals  "  to  find  the 
Conservative  at  the  head  of  the  poll  by  so  immense  a  majority  as 
1,294  over  Mr.  Bazeley,  and  1,972  over  Mr.  Jacob  Bright.  What 
oould  be  said  in  mitigation  of  soch  a  defeat  ?  It  was  absolntdy 
necessary  to  invent  joim  ezeiHMS  and  so  it  was  insisted  liie 
**  third  vote  "  was  responsible  fiw*  everything.  How  that  could  be 
it  was  most  difficult  to  understand,  seeing  that  Mr.  Birley  polled 
nearly  two  thousand  votes  more  than  Mr.  Jacob  Bright.  Only  an 
analyds  of  the  polling  sheets  showing  how  the  votes  were  split 
between  the  candidates  can  determine  how  the  mattw  really  stood. 
Mr.  Birley  is  a  native  of  the  dty,  thoroaghly  well  known  and 
highly  esteemed.  Mr.  Hoare  is  a  London  banker,  and  therefinre 
not  so  well  known,  or  the  probability  is  that  he  would  have  snp- 
pliuited  Mr.  Jacob  Bright.  One  suspects  that  Mr.  Bright  and  his 
now  right  honourable"  brother  of  Birmingham  have  good  reason 
to  dislike  the  three  ccmered systm,  Iw  they  wwe  both  of  item 
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lowest  on  the  poll  of  the  successful  candidates  in  Manchester  and 
Birmingham,  and  may  therefore  owe  their  seats  to  the  "third 
vote." 

But  there  was  no  third  seat  in  the  sister  bonmgfa  of  Salford,  and 
yet  the  two  Conservative  candidates  were  returned.    Until  the 
new  Reform  Act  became  law,  Salford  only  returned  one  member, 
and  no  Conservative  was  ever  returned  from  1832  down  to  last 
November.    To  be  sure,  at  the  first  election  after  the  passing  of 
that  Act  the  late  Radical,  Mr.  Brotherfam,  beat  the  late  Conser- 
vative, Mr.  William  6amett»  of  Laric  HiD,  and  Qoemmore  Park, 
by  a  majority  of  two  —  one  of  the  two  votes  being  Mr.  Brotherton\s 
own.    They  afterwards  went  before  an  Election  Committee,  but 
the  result  remained  the  same.     Afterwards,  Lord  Maidstone 
contested  the  seat  with  Mr.  Brotherton,  but  to  no  purpose.  Other 
Conservatives  were  suooessivdy  but  not  soooessfully  started,  and 
Mr.  Brotherton  kept  the  seat  ux^  his  death ;  and  then  he  was 
raooeeded  by  the  Bight  Hon.  W.  N.  Massey,  the  recently  rejected 
of  livearpocd.    Then  Mr.  Massey  became  Finance  Minister  in 
India,  and  he  was  succeeded  in  the  representation  by  Mr.  John 
Cheetham,  of  Staly bridge,  formerly  member  for  South  Lancashire. 
Mr.  Cheetham  sat  for  a  short  tim^  until  hist  November,  iHiot, 
under  the  new  Acl»  Salford  beeame  entitled  to  retnni  two  members. 
When  the  Conservatives  put  np  two  candidates,  Mr.  Cawley  and 
Ifc.  Caiariejr,  the  Liberals  laughed  them  to  scorn.    Salford  had 
always  been  90  Radical,  and  would  become  even  more  so  with  an 
enlarged  constituency.    The  Tories  had  never  been  able  to  return 
one  member,  what  on  earth  could  have  put  it  into  their  heads  to 
expect  to  return  two  !    Here  again  tiie  Badicak  entiieiy  over- 
looked or  mistook  the  strong  attachment  of  the  intelUgent  part  of 
the  working  ehsses  for  the  Protestant  Constitution  in  Church  and 
^te  ;  and  at  the  dose  of  the  poll  the  numbers  stood  thus :  

Cawley  (C)   6^312 

Charley  (C)  —    6,181 

Cheetham  (R)    6^4^ 

Kawaoa(R)    c^ug 

C^tainly  the  nuyorities  were  not  hu^  hot  they  were  sufl5ciently 
dedrive  to  mark  the  current  of  opinion  in  the  large  boroughs  of 
the  North.  The  Liberals  were  dismayed  at  this  result,  and  down 
to  this  day  they  have  never  been  able  to  account  for  it  in  a  manner 
satisfactory  to  their  vanity  and  their  notions  of  the  « fitness  of 
things."  As  for  the  ''three-cornered"  argument,  the  &ct  that 
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onlj  two  members  could  be  returned  put  it  dean  out  of  tiie 

question. 

The  liberals  sncoeeded  hj  that  plan  in  lirerpooly  and  by  it 
idoQ^ — or  Bfir.  William  Baihbone  would  never  have  been  letoxiied 
as  the  third  member, — the  two  ConservatiTes,  Ifir.  Ghraves  and 

Lord  Sandon  having  polled  respectively  16,766  and  16,22S  votes, 
whereas  Mr.  Rathbone  (R)  polled  only  15,337,  and  Mr.  Massey  (R) 
15,017  votes.    Could  anything  more  strongly  shew  the  ascendancy* 
of  Constittttional  principles  in  ^bSm,  one  of  the  foranosty  of  the 
great  towns  of  the  North. 

In  F!reston«  where  the  Boman  C^iholie  element  is  pecoKafly 
potent,  there  was  no  ^  third  TOte,**  so  again  the  issue  was  rimple  and 
direct,  and  quite  free  from  any  electioneering  complexities.  The 
two  Conservative  candidates  —  Mr.  E.  Hermon  and  Sir  T.  G. 
Fermor  Hesketh  (the  former  member,  with  the  Hon.  Frederick 
Stanley,)  polled  respeetively  5^12  and  5,726  votes  $  whereas  the 
Badieals»  Mr.  J.  F.  Lease  and  Lord  Edward  Howard  (Bonum 
Catholic),  only  polled  respeetively  4,689  and  4,689  votes.  Con- 
sidering the  size  of  the  constituency  these  majorities  were  enor- 
mous. 

Blackburn,  again,  which  was  once  thought  to  favour  Radi- 
calism, had  nothing  to  do  with  the  third  vote/'  and  yet  it  returned 
the  Conservative  candidates,  Mr.  W.  H.  Hornby  and  Mr.  J. 
Fdlden,  by  4,980  and  4^887  votes  respectively,  over  the  two 
Badieals,  Mr.  J.  G.  Potter  and  Migor  Fdlden,  who  respectively 
polled  4,387  and  4,184  votes. 

With  respect  to  Bolton,  for  a  long  series  of  years  the  Conser- 
vative party  th^  has  not  been  able  to  return  more  than  one 
Coaseorvative^  and  even  that  one,  not  without  some  difficulty.  But 
now  that  the  constitoency  has  become  ralarged,  they  have  returned 
both  their  candidates  — having  rejected  the  old  Liberal  member, 
Mr.  Barnes,  by  a  larger  majority  than  he  could  ever  secure  against 
his  opponents  in  even  his  most  palmy  days.  The  numbers  stood 
thus  at  the  close:  — 

Hide  (C)     ...  ...         ...         ...         ...  6»082 

Coload  Gray  (Q ...         ...         ...    6^848 

Barnes  (K)  ...         .•>         ...         ...  6^451 

P<^^  (B!^          ...  ...         ...              ...  1^496 

AH  things  considered,  this  victory  in  Bolton  was  significant  of  the 
state  of  sound  opinions  in  the  Lancashire  boroughs* 
At  Oldham,  the  two  former  Radical  members  were  retomed  by 
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very  narrow  majorities  over  Mr,  John  MoigMii  Cobbett,  wi» 

for  many  years  represented  the  town,  and  tiie  CoBMrratiTe  ewdi^ 
date,  Mr.  Sei^eant  Spinks.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  both  Mean. 
Cobbett  and  Spinks  wiU  be  seated  on  petition,  for  it  is  understood 
that  a  eoBsiderable  number  of  the  votes  recorded  for  the  Radical 
caodidatei  cumot  stand  the  sean^iing  effects  of  a  scrutiny.  Other 
dujabling  causes  are  also  alleged  against  the  Radicals,  it  wiU  be 
seen  that  the  contest  was  ▼err  dose— Ae  members  haog  rMpeo- 
tively  for  the  Radical  candidates,  Messrs.  Hibbot  and  Piatt,  6,140 
and  6,122,  and  for  their  opponents,  Messrs.  Cobbett  and  Spinks, 
6,102  and  6,072. 

The  return  f<Mf  Warrington  may  be  either  void  altogether  or  the 
CJonservative  can^date,  Mr.  Gilbert  Greenall,  should  be  put  in  the 
place  of  the  Radical,  Mr.  Rylands.  Mr.  GreenaU's  oomaittee  at 
the  close  of  the  poll  gave  him  2,055  votes  against  Mr.  Rylaada* 
1,977,  which  showed  a  majority  of  78  for  Mr.  Greenall.  Even  Mr. 
Rylands'  committee  admitted  that  Mr.  Greenall  had  a  majority. 
When  the  poll-sheets  came  to  be  added  up,  it  turned  out  that  a  large 
number  of  votes  — nearly  100  — for  Mr.  Greenall  had  been 
omitted  early  in  the  morning,  and  so  apparently  Mr.  Ryiands  had 
the  majority.  But  of  course  Mr.  Greenall  will  be  restored  to  lua 
rightful  position  as  member  for  Warrington,  for  which  place  he  has 
sat  for  many  years ;  or  the  blundering  in  No.  1  booth  may  be  pro- 
nounced an  accident  not  voiding  the  election,  and  he  who  really 
won  be  obliged  to  succumb. 

One  of  the  newly-created  boroughs  in  Lancashire,  Burnley,  has 
returned  a  Radical ;  but  the  other,  Stalybridge  and  Dnckinfidd, 
the  place  from  which  Mr.  Cheetham,  the  rejected  of  Salford,  hails, 
returned  a  Conservative  by  a  large  majority— Mr.  Sidebottom 
(C)  having  polled  2,407  votes,  whereas  Mr.  Buckley  (R)  poUed 
only  2,078.  Clitheroe  has  also  returned  Mr.  Assheton  (C)  by  760 
votes  over  Mr.  RoundeU  (one  of  &e  new  superfine  young  Whig 
doctrinaires),  who  polled  698  votes. 

We  have  now  come  to  the  end  of  such  contests  in  the 
cashire  boroughs  as  seem  to  call  for  comment.  But  there  is 
reserved  one  notable  example  to  the  last  —  that  of  Ashton-under- 
Lyne,  wh«e  Mr.  Mihier  Gibson,  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  in  the  last  "  great  United  Liberal "  admimstiation,  wia 
rejected  by  a  very  significant  majority.  Like  many  otbor  borongha 
in  Lancashire  created  by  the  Reform  Act  of  1832,  Ashtim  never 
returned  a  Conservative  until  last  November.   From  the  enfran- 
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«h»eiiieat  of  the  borough  ontil  the  period  at  which  Mr.  Gibson 
WM  honied  out  of  Manchester,  Mr.  Hindley  was  the  Liberal 
member.  It  was  on  his  retirement  that  room  was  made  for  Mr 
^ibson.  His  seat  was  several  times  disputed  —  onee  by  Mr 
Helps,  the  present  clerk  of  the  Privy  Council -but  never  gacoew- 
fully.  It  was  thought  by  the  Radical  party  that  Mr.  Milner 
GibBon  wwequally  secure.  But  all  his  ability  and  fluency,  all  his 
agreeable  bomhome,  all  his  former  official  prestige,  did  not  suffice 

S  T  u"'!^;?  ""^"'''^  '^"^  newly-enlarged  constituent. 
Air.  1.  \V .  Mel  lor,  a  local  manufacturer  of  Conservative  principles 
disputed  the  seat  with  him  in  November,  and  at  the  doeeof  the  poU 
the  returus  were : — 

^fo'(C)  2.318 

•   V09 

Which,  it  will  be  admitted,  was  »  most  substantial  majority  in 
favour  of  Constitutional  principle.   After  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Glad- 
rtone  himself,  it  was  the  crowning  disaster  of  the  Liberals  in  the 
J.orth  of  Enghmd.    It  was  impossible  to  explain  it  away  or  palliate 
It  m  any  shape  ;  so  the  Liberal  press  began  to  cast  about  for  con- 
solation m  some  other  shape  and  in  another  quarter.   At  length 
they  thought  they  had  made  the  diseoveiy  that  ahhough  the  Con- 
servatives had  carried  ahnost  everything  before  them  in  Lancashire 
on  the  total  return  of  the  polling  for  county  and  boroughs,  the 
extended  franchise  had  furnished  more  votes  for  them  than  for 
their  opponents.    How  they  contrived  to  make  it  out  no  one  has 
the  least  conception.    But  one  need  not  trouble  oneself  much 
about  this,  for  here  is  a  refutation  ready  to  one's  hand  ex- 
tracted from  a  letter  in  a  trustworthy  local  daily  paper  *  :  

"There  are  Radicals  boasting  at  this  moment  that  the  number  of  votes 
recorded  for  their  candidates  in  this  county  was  considerably  greater  than 
the  number  of  votes  recorded  for  the  Tories  ;  but  this,  like  their  boasts 
generally,  explodes  at  the  touch  of  truth.  There  are  fourteen  boroughs  and 
four  divisions  of  the  county,  in  all  eighteen  distinct  polls.  The  total  number 
of  Tones  contesting  was  thirty,  and  the  total  number  of  Radicals  was  thirty- 
one  ;  and  leaving  out  Warrington  on  both  sides,  the  total  votes  given  for  aU 
i5k  successful  or  not,  were  185,390,  and  for  the  Badicals 

17a,019,  being  an  excess  of  votes  for  the  Tories  of  10,371." 

Stepping  across  the  boundaries  of  Lancashire  into  the  adjacent 
northern  counties,  we  find  that  in  Cheshire  Mr.  Laird  the  Conser- 
vative member  for  Birkenhead  beat  oflf  Captain  Osborne,  tiie. 
*  Letter  signed  ' '  Investigator  "  io  MaiKktster  Cmaitr  c£  Dec.  1.  • 
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Badical,  by  a  mqority  of  2,9(5  against  2,056 ;  that  in  Stockport, 
for  die  fitrst  tioM  for  a  long  aeries  of  yeafs  •  Conservative  was 

returned,  and  that  too,  at  the  head  of  the  poll  —  Mr.  Tipping 
having  polled  2,722  votes  against  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith's  2,677  and  Sir 
E.  Watkin's  2,615.  Sir  £.  Watiun  therefore  went  to  the  walL 
With  a  little  bettw  managnneiit  aaf^  cxpaAstt&imj  pNibt^  Ifr. 
Ambrose,  the  seoettd  Cooservafive  can£<btc^  h«««  b«en 

turned  witk  Mr.  Tipping,  seeing  tlu^  he  wtts  very  close  up  on 
the  poll.  In  the  city  of  Chester,  Mr.  H.  C.  Raikes  the  Conserva- ' 
tive  candidate  who  contested  the  representation,  unsuccessfully, 
with  W.  H.  Gladstone,  at  the  former  election,  was  reUimed  with 
the  Earl  of  GrosveoKtf' — beating  Mr.  Salisbaiy  U»  next  h^est 
Idboral  candidi^  bf  a  augerity  of  98& 

Ftedng  into  Cmnbeiiuid,  it  seem  dtet  owing  to  a  coalition 
between  the  Whigs  and  the  very  advanced  Liberals,  Mr. 
Hodgson,  the  old  Conservative  member,  was  thrown  out  by  a 
narrow  majority  of  22.  But  Mr.  Hod^n  and  his  party  had  a 
swift  revenge.  The  election  for  East  Cumborlaad  had  slitt  to  take 
place.  No  time  was  tost  Mr,  Hedgntt  i»as  vMmami  as  the 
Conservative  candidate  in  opposition  to  the  <Af  lobenl  memben, 
Mr.  Howwd  and  Mr.  MarslMll,  and  at  the  close  of  the  poll  Mr. 
Hodgson  was  at  the  head  of  it  by  a  majority  of  98  over  Mr. 
Howard,  and  247  over  Mr.  Marshall.  Now,  remembering  that 
Mr.  Marshall  had  been  more  than  forty  ^ars  in  Parliamoit,  and 
had  sat  for  East  Cumberland  for  tWN^H»e  ymm,  tUt  was  a  sove 
and  bitter  disastw  for  tbe  libeand  par(^  in  ^  beider  oounty  of 
Camberiand.  Bnt  not  only  were  Ihey  rightly  served  in  accordance 
with  the  canons  of  ''poetic  justice,'*  but,  by  their  conduct  in 
Carlisle,  they  enabled  the  party  of  the  Constitution  to  vindicate  its 
principles  in  a  striking  manner. 

The  writer  has  novr,  as  he  humbly  betievea,  fiuriy  and  te^^ 
Ately  laid  befwe  his  readers  the  results  of  the  General  Election  in 
tibe  great  centres  of  popuktion  ;  and  he  is  sa^ed  that,  although 
tiie  party  of  Ihe  Constitution  has  been  left  in  a  greater  minority  in 
the  new  House  of  Commons  than  they  were  in  the  last,  as  far  as 
mere  numbers  are  concerned,  they  have  won  a  most  substantial 
victory  in  obtaining  a  sanction  to  their  principles  from  most  of 
those  lazge  orastitaencies  of  the  ooantiy  whose  cmlMiied  wealth 
and  intelligence  no  Minister,  be  he  whom  he  may,  can  afford  to 
disregard,  ttr.  Gladstone  has  his  majority,  derived  from  a  multi- 
tude of  small  constituencies,  influenced  in  their  choice  of  represea- 
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tatives  by  a  variety  of  caoaefly  looal  and  otherwise,  and  not  by  the 
OTermling  power  of  those  great  principles  which  have  goraned 
the  oonsdenee,  the  wealthy  and  the  intelligeDoe  of  the  great  eratres 

of  popalation  ;  and,  in  one  of  these,  he  himself  has  fought  out  the 
battle  to  the  bitter  end,  only  to  be  ignominiously  defeated  where 
he  ought  to  have  found  his  greatest  strength.  In  this  last 
great  contest  he  has  been  shorn  "  and  lost  all  his  strength  for 
eviL  He  has  arrayed  before  him  in  the  House  of  Commons  a 
eompaiA  asass  of  the  wdght  and  wordi  of  ^e  natim.  He  hu 
neither  tact,  nor  skill,  nor  temper  to  handle  his  minority,  aad  lead 
his  hosts  to  victory.  In  his  hands,  his  following  will  be  as  a  rope 
of  sand.  It  does  not  fall  within  the  scope  of  the  design  of  the 
present  paper  to  treat  this  part  of  a  most  interesting  topic,  or  one 
might  deal  at  once  with  those  indications  of  disagreement  among 
Mr.  Gladstone's  followers  which  have  already  begun  to  show 
themselves.  SoiBee  it  to  erfthat  the  General  Election  was  barely 
over  whmi  (immediatdhr  his  d^Mt  in  Soath-West  Lancashire 
became  known)  one  oftne  most  thoughtful  and  moderate  of  the 
Liberal  journals  gave  utterance  to  its  misgivings  in  these  ex- 
pressive sentences :  — 

"  Mr.  Ghdsfame's  friends  will  prafaably  urge  on  him  the  necessity  of  being 
eomedingly  circumspect,  and  tke  result  of  the  deoticNa  in  South-West 
Lincasfaire  may  have  contributed  to  their  nneasinesa.  In  what  Mr.  Glad* 
atone  calls  '  the  general  march  of  affairs/  the  circumstance  that  he  is,  by  a 
mere  'accident  of  history,'  the  leader  of  the  Liberal  party,  is,  however,  a 
trivial  objection.  It  is  not  for  the  Conservatives  of  the  present  day  to  talk 
about  consistency.  But  weakness  of  parties  tends  to  a  confusion  of  ideas, 
and  it  would  be  a  national  misfortune  now,  when  so  much  depends  on  pro- 
gress in  a  right  direction,  if  the  liberal  majority  in  Parliament  were  to  be 
mismanaged,  as  the  Liberal  majority  which  Lord  Palmerston  bequeathed  to 
his  successors  was,  and  mainly  through  personal  infirmities.  We  have  but 
repeated  what  everybody  is  saying.  The  apprehension  which  has  been 
expressed  on  every  side  cannot  be  ignored,  and,  perhaps  unreasonably,  it  has 
been  naturally  enough  inteusiried  by  an  event  the  moral  effect  of  which  can 
hardly  be  calculated.  Since  Mr.  Gladstone's  defeat  his  friends  have  made 
no  secret  of  the  causes  of  their  anxiety. " 

One  can  add  nothio|;  to  the  foret  of  this  timely  wsming  erm  if  it 
wwe  OQ^s  intraert^  in  a  party  sose,  to  do  so  ;  bat  we  most  all  of 
QS  see  in  it  a  pleaang  oonfirmaUon  of  that  oonfidenee  in  the  safety 

of  the  institutions  of  the  country  which  are  derived  from  the  great 
and  salient  issues  of  the  General  Election. 

One  word  about  "  Disestablishment  and  Disendowment."  In 
the  last  months  of  the  moribund  Pariiament  Mr.  Gladstone  drew 
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forth  this  scheme  and  eonjnred  with  it.  The  majority  of  the 
House  of  CmsmtmB  wwe  hoodwiiAed  and  cheated  by  it.  He 
then  went  with  it  to  the  oonntry^  and,  without  doubt,  succeeded 
with  itf  for  a  time.    But  it  is  rapidly  turning  into  a  serpent  in  his 

hand.  Not  improbably  it  will  prove  the  instrument  of  destruction 
to  him  and  his  followers,  and,  at  no  distant  day,  its  poison  will 
become  a  festering  and  fermenting  element  of  discord  that  will 
produce  a  disruption  of  the  United  Liberal  party  greater  than 
ever.  Sir  Robert  Ped's  opponmits  idways  prononnced  Irdand  to 
be  his  diffieulty.**  This  fiustions  ereatimi  of  his  old  pupil's  brain 
will  turn  out  to  be  more  than  a  difficulty.  During  his  long  elec- 
tioneering campaign  Mr.  Gladstone  rivalled  even  his  new  and 
strange  colleague,  Mr.  Lowe,  in  the  uncompromising  spirit  of  his 
enmity  to  the  Church  in  Ireland.  Only  his  aversion  to  profane 
illustrations  prevented  him  from  exclaiming  also :  Cut  it  down ; 
why  eombereth  it  the  gronnd  ?**  JSo  sooner,  however,  had  tiie 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman  won  the  victc^  witii  this  Shibbdeth 
of  his,  than  his  friends  b^n  to  discover  tnat  the  effect  of  its  use 
was  likely  to  become  as  destructive  to  his  own  ambition  and  the 
hopes  of  his  party  as  the  original  use  of  the  word  itself  was  fatal 
to  the  Ephraimites  of  the  old  Dispensation.  No  sooner  had  the 
c<mntry  delivered  its  hasty  verdiet  mad  Mr.  Disraeli  had  resigned 
thantiie  Tkmet^  b^[an  to  discover  Oat  tiie  difficulty  of  dism- 
dowment  lies  in  Ihe  determination  6t  the  trusts  upon  which  the 
portion  of  ecclesiastical  property  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  Dis- 
established Church  shall  be  held,  and  these  trusts  must  be  defined 
solely  with  reference  to  the  wishes  of  the  English  Churchmen  of 
Ireland  " ;  and  that  these  are  the  results  to  which  an  examine- 
tion  of  the  proUmn  before  the  Legislature  appears  to  carry  ns." 
Passing  lightly^  fw  the  moment,  over  the  S^oSaihm  part  of  tiie 
scheme,  other  difficulties "  start  up  in  the  mind  of  the  writer 
touching  the  effects  of  Disestablishment.  For  instance  :  it  is  the 
peculiar  distinction,  if  not  the  peculiar  glory,  of  the  English 
Church,  that  any  Englishman  is  a  member  of  it  who  claims  the 
j^vil^^  of  membership.  The  initiatory  rite  of  baptim  can  be 
denied  to  no  ehSd  brought  to  €he  fent.  The  duirehes  are  oipm, 
at  least,  during  the  stated  hours  of  wcnnfaip,  and  entrance  ean  be 
denied  to  no  one  who  desires  to  join  in  their  worship,"  and  so  on,— 
all  of  which  shews  that  a  multitude  of  insuperable  difficulties  were 
never  looked  honestly  in  the  face  until  Mr.  Gladstone  had  won  his 

*  Leadii^srtieleof  ihs  fimeib  Dse.  16^  186a 
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party  victory  and  found  himself  bound  to  the  responsibilites  of 
office,  and  fairly  under  recognizances  to  prosecute  the  scheme  by 
means  of  which  he  had  ascended  to  the  first  seat  ia  the  Cabinet. 
On  the  IbUowing  day,*  the  mme  jooraal  prooeeds :  «  We  hare 
suggested  that  iqpon  the  disendowment  of  the  Irish  Chnreh  the 
randae  of  the  property  of  the  Establishment  left  in  the  hands  of 
the  present  holders  must  be  settled  upon  trusts  corresponding  to 
the  wishes  of  all  those  who  profess  themselves  Churchmen  in 
Ireland,  and  that  this  principle  will  lead  to  the  result  that  the 
resorved  funds  must  be  set  aside  for  the  maintenanee  of  the 
wofship  and  the  ineolcatioo  of  the  doctrines  in  the  Frajor  Bodk, 
fonnuhffies  and  Articles  of  the  Church  ci  England.  1b  this 
result  compatible  with  Disestablishment  fltc.,  &c.,  &c.  Sir 
Roundel  Palmer  had,  by  his  conduct,  already  suggested  the 
difficulties  and  answered  the  questions.  A  far-seeing  lawyer, 
as  well  as  a  high-minded  gentleman,  he  refused  to  jmn  Mr. 
GladstoneV  adaunistaration.  He  eoald  not  sanetkm  ao  flagrant 
and  so  perikos  a  tio&tioii  of  the  laws  and  rights  of  property  as 
that  contemplated  by  the  Pranier^s  original  scheme,  and  therdbre 
he  felt  that  his  honour  as  a  man  was  pledged  not  to  accept  office 
with  those  who  had  committed  themselves  to  courses  so  flagitious — 
even  though  his  reward  would  certainly  have  been  a  peerage  and 
thehig^iestjodieialidaoein  thereahn.  if  even  one  man  possessed 
<MF  soond  kaowled^  and  iMeriing  principles  of  rectito^  beoMies  a 
rerasant  in  soeh  a  ease  his  example  is  most  potent.  So  it  has 
proved  here,  —  as  we  must  all  see  by  the  expressed  afterthoughts 
of  the  ministerial  press,  and,  most  probably,  of  Mr.  Gladstone 
himself. 

The  same  writer^  in  the  article  jost  quoted,  bits  npon  a  reason 
which  will  certainly  ccmimend  itsdf  to  tiie  nltra*ritniJistic  secti<m 
of  tiie  Chnreh  Oergy,  who  are  always  complaining  of  what  they 

are  pleased  to  call  the  tyranny  of  the  State."  He  says  that  dis- 
establishment must  mean,  among  other  things,  "  the  suppression 
of  the  Courts  of  Law  set  apart  for  the  exclusive  hearing  of  eccle- 
aastical  causes."  It  is  just  this  "  suppression  "  which  the  very 
high  "  clergy  hmg  to  see  accomidished,  thinking  (as  is  supposed) 
that  Disestablishment  will  make  them  free  to  ex^-cise  what  has 
been  called  a  priestly  "tjrranny  "  over  the  consciences  of  the  people. 
But  they  are  seasonably  reminded  that  although  the  Ecclesiastical 
Courts  might  disappear,  the  administration  of  the  Church  in  Ireland 

*  LeadiBgsrIideof  tiielfnie^  Dee.  17,  1868. 
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« would  become  subject  to  the  Courts  of  Equity  just  as  the  admini- 
stratien  all  the  voluntary  religious  bodies  of  England  possessing 
any  proper^  has  been  oontroUed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor"; 
and,  fiirther,  that  if  a  membev  of  the  English  Chorab  be 
aggreived  by  what  he  considers  to  be  fidse  doctrine  or  condemns 
as  an  unauthorized  form  of  worship,  he  would  file  a  bill  in 
Equity  praying  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  teaching  of  the 
doctrine,  or  the  continuance  of  the  practice  be  repudiated."  All 
these  thii^  were  discovered  after  Mr.  Gladstone  had  secured  his 
minority  and  beoome  Prime  Minister.  Now,  what  is  done  with 
respect  to  the  Church  in  Irdand  to-day  may  be  done  witii  reipert 
to  the  Church  of  England  to-morrow;  and  it  was  hoped  that  what 
was  done  in  the  one  case  would  be  done  in  the  other.  It  is 
possible  that  Mr.  Gladstone,  being  one  of  the  ultra  "  high  "  party 
in  the  Chnreh,  contemplated  such  a  result  when  he  proposed  to 
make  his  e^eriment  on  what  heaiigfatcaU  the  "corpu$viW  in 
Ireland,  and  that  doctrines  and  prartices,  and  the  cl»gy  tfaflaisel^ 
in  England  would,  in  the  end,  become  **  ficee.* 

The  Prime  Minister  will  find  that  on  the  leassemUing  of 
Parliament  all  these  things  will  be  very  freely  discussed  and  very 
determined  action  taken  upon  them,  even  by  some  of  his  own 
sappOTters.  Thus  Disestablishment  and  Disendowment  will 
becraie  his  difficnll^ " ;  and  Ais  sonree  of  onbarrassment 
will  have  to  be  udded  to  that  whkh  mnst  inevttabfy  arise  from  An 
fact  of  his  having  the  representatives  of  the  great  oenties  ef 
population  and  wealth  against  him. 

IL  S.  S* 

2,  Plowden  Buildings,  Tempk^ 
Jannaiyy  1869. 
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